The FAA is changing
the pilot knowledge
tests—and the way

you study for them
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amd-halance problems in as little as five
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Ciservalisns: Lke ihese prompied the
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arpues that fhying skills and ook knomiedps
are differemt things, and says that he ollen
see shsdents whose “knowledge 18 lagping
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There have been many instances of applicants finishing the

airplane knowledge test in less time than it would take a mere

mortal to even read through the questions.

Overall, the resulis of the study sugpest
that the FAAS concern aboul guestion
memkmization sn't off ke mark. Releasing
all tesd guestions in advance may indeed
help deleat the very purpose of amy fest—10

help mstrectors and studcenis ngw T
whit has boen learmed and what shll needs
a livthe more work.
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S0 what does all this mean for pilots (Hke
mse] wha are preparing for an wpoomang
kesrabendipe 1est? For oy, i probably means
wo're godng 1o have 1o work o lew extra
flight-planning, performance, and weighi-
and-balance problems. A litle extra effor
here should nicely prepare us 1o pad e
akills b work regindles of which charts the
FAA decxles 1o slide ander our noses come
Tesd day.

Star widh the FAA questions, and swap
im some different numbers. For 'ru:lgh.l
and-bakunce-problems, try moving passen-
gers aroand i the airplame, add swme
mre fuel or baggage, and thes crunch the
pumbers bo sec what yvou gei. Dig up a
pilots operating handbook for seme ofler
atrpdanss, Review the sections an flight
planning. performance, and weight and
balance in othar textbocks or feat-prep
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FU'.HII]I.'l'!- wriien for vour cerificabe of raf-
ing. Ol oees will indude problems al
the end of each chapter for you fo get
some practice, Textbook authors showld
#lep forwnrd and meet the demand (o

exIrn questions for student ]:lr.n:['nt.
Even though the FAA will, for the L
being, cominse io relesse the non-math
questions, starl fomifying vour understand-
ing of thes: scronautical toplhcs, oo, Read-
ing other textbooks and revicwing oiber
computer-hased coures is one good way b
gol dslferent perspectives. Thlking to fellos
pikets is anather, Perhaps the best exerciae
i fo ook for wiys 10 relate what you nre
learning in the books 10 whal you se¢ anid
o when you By, Martin Wesver ot the FAA
ernphasizes this poing: “Rote memirisation
in only the first sicp, The goal is (o be able
o apply what you know and to relate it (o
wther things you know.” | remember onge
watching my flight instructor colleague,
Homi Irani, staring nt & fun sitiing on the
st o iair flaght school, Afer a few min:
utes, he walked caer and peckexd it up with
ome finger, by the handke on the wop of the
ranming fan, He then poked the side of 1k
fan with his other finger nnd watched e
fan pitch up. He looked over and uttered
rwo words: “Oiyroscopee precessson.” Yeah!

Hiww cam CFls make sure that thear su-
dents anc leaming the right stafl? One idea
comes [rom woteran flight instroctor
Hownrd Fried, wh explains how he gives
studenis his owm, more delficall knowledpe
et sl signings themn off 10 take the FAA
test. “Oinby thsose who scored B peroont of
better on our final were...allomed 10 take
the Fiuh besa.” Fried adds thai when the stu
dent knows the maderial, the exam (akes
care of itscli

I remember how confident | felt walking
imin those best roomes, om | dalferent ooca-
shos, brpering through the familias-keoking
sk and then nér-drying the ink on the
potanized sheet thal documented my
impressive soore. Looking st those soores, |
coutldn't help feeling like | really knew what
| wus dising.

1 learmed o lot of things durng ke Lme
I sponl working om this article, the usual
outoome whenever anyone seis out to do
anything in aviation. | learmed thad it sure
is hot in Oklnhoma during the summer-
time, mnd thai there will e tames dunng
my flying carcer—past, prescot, and
future—when | probably don’t know as
musch as 1 think 1 dio. e

Kieve Carrser is am aviakion safoly researcher
ol NASA His work oovers @ vareny of plisd
gy fowr Bl eswcrnl aniodion adl air trins-
paort He i ma ATE o Ciold Seal CFL and e
author of The Filors Guéde io the Modern
Alrline Cockpil end Coclipel Aaibomation
fior Cremseral Avinlors.
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